
Pointe Coupee Parish Government, Louisiana, Code of Ordinances 
HOME RULE CHARTER 

 
 

 
Pointe Coupee Parish Government, Louisiana, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2021-08-26 06:05:45 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 1) 

 
Page 1 of 26 

 
HOME RULE CHARTER 

ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1.01. Home Rule Charter. 

The Pointe Coupee Parish Home Rule Charter Commission has proposed and the electors have adopted this 
Home Rule Charter under the authority of Article VI, Section 5 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974. The Pointe 
Coupee Parish Government is a governmental subdivision of the State of Louisiana, which from this time on, 
operates under a home rule Charter and, subject to the Charter, is authorized to exercise any power and perform 
any function necessary, or requisite for proper management of its affairs.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 1.02. Intent. 

This Charter shall be liberally construed to aid its declared intent which, is to establish for the people of 
Pointe Coupee Parish, effective home rule which is free from state legislative interference regarding the structure 
and organization of its local government, and with the power and authority to manage its local governmental 
affairs, as contemplated and intended by provisions of Article VI, Sections 5 and 6 of the Louisiana Constitution of 
1974.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 1.03. Form of government. 

The plan established by this home rule Charter shall be known as the president-council form of government. 
It shall consist of an elected parish president who will be its chief executive officer and head of the parish 
government's executive branch and an elected council, which shall constitute the legislative branch of the 
government.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 1.04. Boundaries. 

The boundaries of the parish government shall be the boundaries of Pointe Coupee Parish in effect on the 
date this Charter becomes effective and shall be subject to change as provided by law.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 
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Sec. 1.05. Powers. 

A. Except as otherwise provided by this Charter, the Parish Government of Pointe Coupee Parish shall continue 
to have all the powers, privileges, immunities and authorities previously possessed under state law. The 
parish government shall have and exercise any other powers, rights, privileges, immunities, authorities, and 
functions, not inconsistent with the Charter, that may be conferred on or granted to a local governmental 
subdivision by the constitution and general laws of the state, and this includes the right and authority to 
exercise any power and perform any function necessary, requisite, or proper for the management of parish 
government affairs which is not denied by this Charter, general state law or the constitution.  

B. The parish government shall have the power to pass all ordinances necessary to promote, protect, and 
preserve the general welfare, safety, health, peace, and orderly conduct of the parish, and this includes the 
power to pass ordinances on all subject matters not inconsistent with the constitution or denied by state 
law.  

C. The parish government shall have the power and authority to enter into cooperative agreements and inter-
governmental contracts with local governments and regional, state and federal authorities.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 1.06. Amending or repealing the Charter. 

A. There shall be no proposal to amend or repeal this Charter prior to three (3) years from the date when the 
eight (8) member parish council takes office.  

B. Thereafter a proposal to amend or repeal this Charter may be proposed by ordinance adopted by two-thirds 
of the membership of the parish council.  

C. Such ordinance shall be published in its entirety in the official journal of the Pointe Coupee Parish 
Government.  

D. The election on the proposition to amend or repeal this Charter shall be called at the next available election 
following the publication of the ordinance or at such other election as specified in the ordinance, as 
allowable under Louisiana law.  

E. In the event multiple amendments are adopted by the voters and the terms thereof conflict, the conflicting 
amendment that receives the higher number of votes shall prevail and become effective.  

F. No proposal to amend or repeal the Charter may propose to shorten the term of any elected official of the 
parish government or eliminate such office prior to the expiration of the term of any such official who holds 
office at the time the proposition is submitted to the voters.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 1.07. Oath of office. 

All elected officials of the Pointe Coupee Parish Government shall take the following oath of office:  

"I [NAME], do hereby solemnly swear (of [or] affirm) that I will support the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, the Constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana, and the Home Rule Charter and 
ordinances of Pointe Coupee Parish, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all of the 
duties incumbent upon me as [TITLE OF OFFICE], according to the best of my ability and understanding, (so 
help me God)."  
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(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

ARTICLE II. PARISH COUNCIL 

Sec. 2.01. General. 

A. The parish council shall serve as the parish governing authority for Pointe Coupee Parish.  

B. The parish council shall be comprised of eight (8) members, who shall be elected from single member 
districts.  

C. The eight (8) single member districts shall be identical to the eight (8) single member districts from which the 
members of the Pointe Coupee Parish School Board were elected in the 2014 regular session, inclusive of any 
changes to such districts adopted by the Pointe Coupee Parish School Board subsequent to such election, 
except as otherwise provided.  

D. After the federal decennial census, immediately following the adoption of this Charter, the council may 
redistrict the election districts for the parish council, to the extent allowable under applicable state and 
federal laws.  

E. A change in the number of members of the parish council or a change as to whether those members are 
elected from single-member districts or at-large may only be affected through an amendment to this 
Charter.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 2.02. Qualifications and term. 

A. A person shall be a qualified elector of the parish at the time of qualifying for the office of parish council 
member.  

B. A person shall have been domiciled and actually resided within the district for which such person seeks 
election for at least one year at the time of qualifying to run for the office of parish council member. The 
provisions of this subsection shall be inapplicable in the first election following any redistricting; however, 
any person elected to a single-member district shall, prior to taking office establish domicile and actual 
residency within the single-member district for which he was elected.  

C. A person elected to the parish council shall remain domiciled in and actually residing in the district to which 
the person is elected, during the full duration of the term for which elected.  

D. The method for enforcement of the qualifications required at the time of qualifying to run for the office of 
member of the parish council shall be those afforded under general Louisiana state election law.  

E. The method for enforcing the requirement to remain domiciled and actually residing in the single-member 
district shall be enforced as provided for herein.  

F. The term of a member of the parish council shall be four (4) years, to run concurrent with the term of the 
parish president, except as otherwise provided for herein.  

G. No person who has served as a member of the parish council for more than two and one-half (2½) terms of 
three (3) consecutive terms may qualify for election for the succeeding term.  

H. Elections for the members of the parish council shall be held at the time for the regular gubernatorial 
elections in 2023, and every four (4) years thereafter, subject to the provisions of the article on transition;  
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I. Members of the parish council shall take office on the second Monday in January following their election.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 2.03. Compensation. 

A. The salary of a member of the parish council elected from a single-member district shall be one thousand 
two hundred dollars ($1,200.00) per month, or portion thereof.  

B. The salary of a member of the council chairperson shall be one thousand three hundred dollars ($1,300.00) 
per month, or portion thereof.  

C. Members of the parish council shall be eligible to purchase insurance under any plan offered by the parish to 
full-time parish employees, but only on the condition that the members pay one hundred (100) percent of 
the costs thereof.  

D. The salary of the members of the parish council may be changed by ordinance, however, any change in salary 
may not be effective during the term in which it is adopted, and no such ordinance may be in the last year of 
a term.  

E. The council may, by ordinance, impose financial penalties on members failing to attend meetings.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 2.04. Vacancy. 

A. The office of a member of the parish council shall be considered vacant upon the death, resignation, or 
removal, in the manner set forth in Louisiana law or herein, of the person elected to the office.  

B. A member of the parish council shall be removed from office if determined to not meet any of the 
qualifications set forth herein for the office.  

C. Any person may notify the district attorney that one or more of the conditions for removal of a person 
elected as a member of the parish council is apparent. The district attorney shall within seven (7) days 
initiate a quo warranto proceeding in the district court in Pointe Coupee Parish requesting that the court 
make a determination as to whether one or more of the conditions for removal of the member of the parish 
council exist, and if so to order such removal and the recognition of a vacancy.  

D. In the event the office of a member of the parish council becomes vacant, the council shall, within thirty (30) 
days of the death or resignation, a final judgment of vacancy by a court of competent jurisdiction, or as 
otherwise provided by law, appoint a person to fill the vacancy.  

1. The appointment shall require a vote of a majority of the entire remaining membership of the council.  

2. The person appointed shall meet all of the qualifications as of the date of the appointment for the seat 
to which they are appointed.  

3. Upon the failure of the council to make an appointment within thirty (30) days, such appointment shall 
be made by the governor.  

E. If, upon the date of the vacancy, there remain less than two (2) years in the term of the member of the 
parish council, the appointment shall be for the remainder of the term, with that person entitled to all of the 
rights, powers, benefits and compensation of the office.  

F. If, upon the date of the vacancy, there remain two (2) years or more in the term of the member of the parish 
council:  
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1. The appointment shall be an interim appointment, until such time as a member of the parish council 
can take office following a special election;  

2. During the term of the appointment the person appointed shall be entitled to all of the rights, powers, 
benefits and compensation of the office;  

3. The council, at the same meeting at which the appointment is made or within three (3) days of an 
appointment by the governor, shall take such actions as are necessary to call a special election for the 
remainder of the term of the office of member of the parish council at the next available regular 
election date, as provided for by Louisiana law;  

4. The person elected at such special election shall take office upon the certification of the election 
results as provided by Louisiana law and shall serve, as a member of the parish council, for the 
remainder of the term.  

G. The appointee to fill the office of member of the parish council shall be disqualified from running in the next 
election for the office, whether regular or special.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 2.05. Organization. 

A. The parish council shall at its first meeting following the taking of office following a regular election elect 
from among its membership a chairperson of the parish council who shall have the authority to preside at all 
regular or special meetings of the council at which present.  

B. The council shall, at its first meeting following the taking of office following a regular election, elect from 
among its membership a vice chairperson, who shall serve for the remainder of the four-year term of the 
council.  

C. The vice chairperson shall have the authority to preside at any regular or special meeting in the absence of 
the chairperson.  

D. The chairperson shall endeavor to ensure compliance with all laws, ordinances and policies duly adopted by 
the council and required by the Charter.  

E. The parish council shall meet not less than once per month, on a regular schedule in accordance with an 
ordinance adopted by the council and on such other dates as a special or emergency meeting is called, at a 
time and place identified in accordance with the Louisiana Open Meetings Law.  

F. Special meetings may be called by the chairperson on his own initiative, but shall be called by the 
chairperson, upon written request of a majority of the members of the council delivered by any means to the 
chairperson, or in the absence thereof, the vice chairperson.  

G. Emergency meetings may be called by the parish president or the chairperson or upon a majority, but shall 
be called by the chairperson, upon written request of a majority of the members of the council delivered by 
any means to the chairperson, or in the absence thereof, the vice chairperson.  

H. Minutes of the official actions of the council shall be maintained and published in accordance with Louisiana 
law.  

I. All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the Louisiana Open Meetings Law.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 
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Sec. 2.06. Investigation. 

A. Upon a vote of at least two-thirds (⅔) of the entire membership, the council may initiate an investigation into 
the affairs of the parish government.  

B. All parish officials and employees shall cooperate with an investigation and the council shall have the 
authority to seek judicial enforcement of such through mandamus.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 2.07. Council employees. 

A. The council shall, by a majority vote of the entire membership, appoint a clerk, who shall serve at the 
pleasure of the council.  

B. The council clerk shall be an employee of the parish, entitled to all of the rights, privileges and benefits 
thereof; except the council clerk shall be subject to supervision by the presiding officer of the council, not the 
parish president or any other official or employee of the parish.  

C. The council shall set the compensation of the council clerk, subject to an appropriation in the parish 
operating budget.  

D. The council may, by ordinance, authorize the hiring of any additional employees who shall serve at the 
pleasure of the council.  

E. The council clerk shall serve as the secretary of the council and be responsible to take all actions necessary to 
provide for the proper notice of meetings of the council, keeping and maintaining the minutes of the council, 
take all actions necessary to provide for the publication with the official journal of any matters as required by 
the Charter or otherwise by Louisiana law.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 2.08. Ordinances and resolutions. 

A. The parish may adopt ordinances or resolutions to provide for matters pertaining to the health, welfare, 
safety, peace and good order of the parish.  

B. The following actions shall require the adoption of an ordinance by the process set forth in this Charter:  

• Adopt or amend administrative codes;  

• Create or reorganize parish departments;  

• Provide for a fine or penalty and the regulation associated therewith;  

• Levy taxes, assessments and charges;  

• Adopt budgets and appropriate funds;  

• Grant, renew or extend a franchise;  

• Provide for raising revenue;  

• Regulate the rate charges for parish services;  

• Authorize the borrowing of money;  

• Incur debt in any manner;  
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• Dispose of immoveable property;  

• Convey or lease parish property;  

• Acquire immoveable property;  

• Adopt or modify the official parish map;  

• Adopt or modify regulations for approval of plats;  

• Adopt or modify subdivision regulations;  

• Adopt or modify zoning plans, maps and regulations;  

• Amend or repeal an ordinance;  

• Propose amendments to the Charter.  

C. Resolutions are to be adopted by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the council present 
and voting, are not subject to veto by the parish president, and do not have the full effect of law, except as 
otherwise provided for herein, and are intended as an expression of the intent of the council.  

D. Ordinances shall be introduced and adopted as follows:  

• An ordinance may be proposed by any member of the parish council or by the parish president;  

• A proposed ordinance must be introduced in writing at a council meeting in the form for codification, 
except as otherwise provided;  

• An ordinance proposing the adoption of a recognized code of regulations may do so by reference to 
said code without the recitation of every item contained therein;  

• Every proposed ordinance must contain only a single subject, which shall be expressed in its title;  

• The title of the ordinance shall be read aloud upon introduction;  

• The title of a proposed ordinance shall be submitted for publication in official journal within ten (10) 
days of introduction, except as otherwise provided herein;  

• A proposed ordinance may not be considered for adoption sooner than three (3) weeks from 
introduction, except as otherwise provided;  

• A proposed ordinance may not be considered until after a public hearing has been held, except as 
otherwise provided for herein;  

• A proposed ordinance shall be considered for adoption at a regular or special meeting of the council, 
including the same meeting at which the public hearing is conducted;  

• If considered for adoption at the same meeting at which the public hearing was held, the public 
hearing shall satisfy the requirement for public comment set forth in the Open Meetings Law;  

• The council may propose amendments to the proposed ordinance, which amendments need only be 
approved by a majority of the members of the council present and voting thereon;  

• Any amendments so adopted are considered to be incorporated into the ordinance when considered 
for final adoption;  

• Adoption of a proposed ordinance, inclusive of any amendments thereto, shall require the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the membership of the parish council;  

• Any ordinance so adopted shall be signed by the council clerk, attesting to its adoption;  
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• The adopted ordinance shall then be delivered to the office of the parish president by the council clerk, 
within ten (10) days, and the time and date of delivery shall be recorded by the council clerk;  

• The parish president shall have ten (10) days from receipt to sign or veto the ordinance;  

• Upon the passage of the tenth day following receipt, in the event that the parish president has neither 
signed nor vetoed the ordinance, the ordinance shall be deemed finally adopted;  

• Upon signature by the parish president the ordinance shall be deemed finally adopted;  

• Upon final adoption the ordinance shall be delivered by the parish president to the council clerk.  

E. The parish president may veto an adopted ordinance, in its entirety, in the manner provided for herein:  

• To veto an adopted ordinance, the parish president shall prominently mark the ordinance veto, at or 
near its title;  

• The parish president shall then return the ordinance to the parish council by delivery to the council 
clerk, within three (3) days of the veto, the ordinance so marked and a written veto statement setting 
forth the reasons for the veto;  

• The council clerk shall have the veto statement published in the official journal as soon as practical;  

• The vetoed ordinance shall be presented to the council at the next regular or special meeting following 
the publication of the veto statement, as permitted by the Open Meetings Law;  

• The council may, upon a vote of at least two-thirds (⅔) of its entire membership, override the veto;  

• If the veto is overridden, then the ordinance is considered finally adopted.  

F. The parish president shall not have the authority to veto any ordinance pertaining to any of the following: 
Redistricting of the single member districts of the parish council, proposed amendment to the Charter, 
establishment or modification of council procedures, the appropriation of funds for auditing or council 
investigations, or emergency ordinances.  

G. Any ordinance finally adopted shall become effective on the thirtieth day after such final adoption, unless an 
alternative effective date is set forth therein or as otherwise provided for herein.  

H. Within ten (10) days of final adoption, the council clerk shall submit the ordinance to the official journal for 
publication, in its entirety.  

I. An emergency ordinance may be adopted by the council to address an imminent danger to life or property or 
to comply with a state or federal rule, mandate or requirement, which forestalls the use of the ordinary 
process for adoption of an ordinance. The requirements for the adoption of an emergency ordinance shall be 
as follows:  

• An emergency ordinance may be proposed by any member of the parish council or by the parish 
president;  

• An emergency ordinance must be introduced in writing at a council meeting in the form for 
codification;  

• An emergency must contain only a single subject, which shall be expressed in its title;  

• The title of the emergency ordinance shall be read aloud upon introduction;  

• The emergency ordinance may be considered for adoption at the meeting in which it is introduced, but 
only after an opportunity for public comment has been had on the matter;  

• Adoption of an emergency ordinance requires the affirmative vote of two-thirds (⅔) of the entire 
membership of the council;  
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• An emergency ordinance shall not be subject to veto;  

• An emergency ordinance shall be submitted for publication in the official journal, as soon as practical;  

• An emergency ordinance shall become effective upon adoption, but shall expire and no longer be 
enforceable after the passage of the thirtieth day following its adoption, or the adoption of an 
ordinance on substantially the same subject matter, by ordinary means, whichever occurs sooner;  

• Emergency ordinances on substantially the same subject matter may not be adopted within any 
consecutive sixty-day period.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

ARTICLE III. PARISH PRESIDENT 

Sec. 3.01. General. 

The parish president shall be the chief executive officer of the parish and exercise general executive and 
administrative authority over all departments, offices, and agencies of the parish, except as otherwise provided for 
herein. The office of parish president shall be considered a full-time position.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 3.02. Qualifications and term. 

A. A person shall be at least twenty-five (25) years of age at the time of qualifying to run for the office of parish 
president.  

B. A person shall be a qualified elector of Pointe Coupee Parish at the time of qualifying to run for the office of 
parish president, and shall remain so qualified during the full duration of the term for which elected.  

C. A person shall have been domiciled and actually resided in the Parish of Pointe Coupee for at least one year 
at the time of qualifying to run for the office of parish president.  

D. No person who has served as parish president for more than three and one-half (3½) terms of four (4) 
consecutive terms may qualify for election for the succeeding term.  

E. A person elected to the office of parish president shall remain domiciled in and actually residing in Pointe 
Coupee Parish during the full duration of the term for which elected.  

F. The method for enforcement of the qualifications required at the time of qualifying to run for the office of 
parish president shall be those afforded under general Louisiana state election law.  

G. The method for enforcing the requirement to remain domiciled and actually residing in Pointe Coupee Parish 
shall be enforced as provided for herein.  

H. The term of the parish president shall be four (4) years, to run concurrent with the terms of the council, 
except as otherwise provided for herein.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 
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Sec. 3.03. Compensation. 

A. The annual salary of the parish president, first elected after the adoption of this Charter, shall be the greater 
of one hundred ten thousand dollars ($110,000.00) or ninety (90) percent of the average of the assessor and 
the clerk of court of Pointe Coupee Parish, payable in the same manner as the full-time employees of the 
parish.  

B. The salary shall be calculated on January 1 following the election of the parish president and shall remain the 
same during the entire term.  

C. The annual salary of the parish president may be increased by ordinance duly adopted by the parish council. 
The parish president shall be entitled to the benefits afforded to full-time parish employees. However, with 
regard to participation in the Parochial Employees Retirement System, the parish president shall be entitled 
to participate in accordance with applicable state law.  

D. The parish president shall be provided a parish vehicle, subject to appropriation by the parish council.  

E. The parish president shall be entitled to the reimbursement of reasonable expenses related to his office in 
accordance with a policy adopted by the parish council.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 3.04. Vacancy. 

A. The office of parish president shall be considered vacant upon the death, resignation, or removal, in the 
manner set forth in Louisiana law or herein, of the person elected to the office of parish president.  

B. The parish president shall be removed from office if determined to not meet any of the qualifications set 
forth herein for the office.  

C. The parish president shall be removed from office upon being physically absent from the parish for a period 
in excess of ninety (90) consecutive days.  

D. The parish president shall be removed from office upon being infirmed or disabled to the extent of being 
unable to carry out the duties of the office for a period in excess of ninety (90) consecutive days.  

E. Any member of the council may notify the district attorney that one or more of the conditions for removal of 
the person elected to the office of president is apparent. The district attorney shall within seven (7) days 
initiate a quo warranto proceeding in the district court in Pointe Coupee Parish requesting that the court 
make a determination as to whether one or more of the conditions for removal of the parish president exist, 
and if so to order such removal and the recognition of a vacancy.  

F. In the event the office parish president becomes vacant, the council shall, within thirty (30) days of the death 
or resignation, a final judgment of vacancy by a court of competent jurisdiction, or as otherwise provided by 
law, appoint a person to fill the office of parish president.  

G. The appointment shall require a vote of a majority of the entire membership of the council.  

H. The person appointed shall meet all of the qualifications for parish president as of the date of the 
appointment.  

I. In the interim between the occurrence of the vacancy and the appointment, the director of administration 
shall exercise the powers and duties of the parish president, but shall not be considered the parish president 
for any purpose other than those necessary for the operation of the parish.  
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J. Upon the failure of the council to make an appointment within thirty (30) days, such appointment shall be 
made by the governor.  

K. If, upon the date of the vacancy, there remains less than two (2) years in the term of the parish president, 
the appointment shall be for the remainder of the term, with that person entitled to all of the rights, powers, 
benefits and compensation of the office of parish president.  

L. If, upon the date of the vacancy, there remains two (2) years or more in the term of the parish president.  

M. The appointment shall be an interim appointment, until such time as a parish president can take office 
following a special election.  

N. The council, at the same meeting at which the appointment is made or within three (3) days of an 
appointment by the Governor, shall take such actions as are necessary to call a special election for the 
remainder of the term of the parish president at the next available regular election date, as provided for by 
Louisiana law.  

O. The person elected at such special election shall take office upon the certification of the election results as 
provided by Louisiana law and shall serve, as the parish president, for the remainder of the term.  

P. During the term of the appointment the person appointed shall be entitled to all of the rights, powers, 
benefits and compensation of the office of parish president.  

Q. The appointee to fill the office of parish president shall be disqualified from running in the next election for 
the office of parish president, whether regular or special.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 3.05. Powers and duties. 

The parish president shall have the powers and be responsible to perform the duties set forth herein. The 
parish president shall:  

A. Ensure compliance with all laws, ordinances and policies duly adopted by the council and required by 
the Charter;  

B. Submit a proposed annual operating budget for the operations of the parish, for consideration by the 
council as provided for herein;  

C. Submit, annually, a proposed five-year capital budget for consideration by the council as provided for 
herein;  

D. Make monthly fiscal reports to the council on the fiscal condition of the parish;  

E. Make an annual fiscal report to the council recapping the fiscal operations of the parish for the 
preceding year and making projections for the fiscal health of the parish moving into the next fiscal 
year.  

F. Make such other reports regarding the parish as may be requested by the council;  

G. Attend all regular council meetings, in person or through a designee;  

H. Attend any special meeting of the council or meeting of a committee of the council, upon request by 
the council;  

I. Sign all contracts for expenditures as provided for in the duly adopted annual operating budget or as 
otherwise approved by the council or policy adopted by the council;  
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J. Perform such other duties as are apparent from the Charter, as provided for by the council, or as 
provided for by Louisiana law not in conflict with this Charter or ordinance;  

K. Have the authority to veto any ordinance, in its entirety, adopted by the council, including the annual 
operating budget;  

L. Have the authority to veto specific line items of the annual operating budget adopted by the council, in 
conjunction with executing the remainder thereof;  

M. Appoint, suspend, discipline or remove any employee of the parish, in accordance with the personnel 
ordinance adopted by the council, or as otherwise provided by the Charter or Louisiana law;  

N. Direct and supervise all departments, offices and agencies of the parish.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

ARTICLE IV. ADMINISTRATION 

Sec. 4.01. General. 

A. Except as otherwise provided for in the Charter all departments, and the offices and agencies therein, of 
Pointe Coupee Parish Government shall be under the direct supervision of the president, through the 
directors of each department.  

B. The directors of each department shall be appointed by the president, subject to the approval of at least 
two-thirds (⅔) of the entire membership of the council, but shall serve at the pleasure of the president.  

C. The compensation of the directors shall be established in the duly adopted operating budget, or 
amendments thereto, or otherwise by ordinance.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 4.02. Department of administration. 

A. The department of administration is hereby created.  

B. There may be appointed a director of administration, who shall be subject to the direct supervision and 
direction of the president. However, nothing herein shall prohibit the president from assuming the duties of 
the director of administration, in lieu of making an appointment to such post, without any increase in 
compensation above that provided to the president.  

C. The director of administration, in the event of the appointment thereof, shall be appointed in the manner set 
forth in the Charter for the appointment of directors and possess the following minimum qualifications upon 
appointment:  

1. A bachelor's degree in business administration, management, public administration or a related field 
and at least three (3) years of experience in business operations, management or public 
administration; or alternatively.  

2. At least five (5) years of experience in business operations, management of public administration.  

D. The department of administration shall have the responsibilities as set forth herein:  

1. Purchasing and procurement, which shall include purchasing and procurement of any and all goods 
services, or immovable property, except as specifically otherwise provided by this Charter or a duly 
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enacted parish ordinance or state or federal law, rule or regulation, by any department, office or 
agency of the parish government, except the execution of contracts on behalf of the parish 
government, unless otherwise directed by the president.  

2. Compliance with all ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations with regard to purchasing 
or procurement which are determined to be applicable to the parish government, including but not 
limited to the Louisiana Public Bid Laws.  

3. Nothing herein is intended to extend any state or federal laws, rules or regulations to the parish 
government that are not applicable to parish government in the absence or the existence of this 
Charter.  

4. Flood plain management, which shall include:  

a. Supervision and direction of the office of flood plain management.  

b. Compliance with all state and federal laws pertaining to flood plain management, including but 
not limited to the federal flood insurance program.  

5. Administrative assistance to the planning commission.  

6. Building code compliance and enforcement, which includes:  

a. Supervision of the duly appointed building official.  

b. Oversight and administration of the office or contractor designated to issue permits and perform 
compliance and enforcement inspections and other duties in accordance with the Louisiana State 
Uniform Construction Code, or its successor, and any applicable parish ordinances or state or 
federal laws, rules and regulations with regard to building codes or construction codes.  

7. Planning commission, which includes:  

a. Determinations in accordance with the planning ordinances and the issuance of permits 
thereunder.  

8. Human Resources, which shall include:  

a. Supervision and direction of the human resource function of parish government.  

b. Maintenance of all personnel records of employees of the parish government in accordance with 
applicable parish ordinances and state and federal laws, rules and regulations.  

9. Clerical staffing, which shall include:  

a. Assignment of clerical staff to support the function of each and every department, office and 
agency of parish government, except as otherwise provided for herein;  

b. Supervision of the clerical function in support of each and every department, office or agency of 
parish government.  

10. Coordinate the interaction and cooperation between the various departments, office and agencies of 
the parish government.  

11. Supervision and direction of any parish government employees designated to the department of 
administration, subject to the provisions of this Charter and in accordance with all applicable 
ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  

12. The department of administration shall have any other responsibilities as provided by ordinance or as 
directed by the president, not otherwise in conflict with the provisions of this Charter.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 
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Sec. 4.03. Department of public works. 

A. The department of public works is hereby created.  

B. There shall be appointed a director of public works, who shall be subject to the direct supervision and 
direction of the president.  

C. The director of public works shall be appointed in the manner set forth in the Charter for the appointment of 
directors.  

D. The director of public works shall possess the following minimum qualifications upon appointment:  

1. Licensure by the State of Louisiana as a professional civil engineer; and at least three (3) years of 
experience in the practice of civil engineering; or, alternatively.  

2. At least ten (10) years of experience in public works administration or construction administration.  

E. The department of public works shall have the responsibilities as set forth herein.  

F. Parish road system:  

1. Supervision and direction of the expenditure of monies from the parish transportation fund, subject to 
the provisions of this Charter, and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal 
laws, rules or regulations, including the designation of the director, or some other person, to 
administer the parish road program as required by the Parish Transportation Act;  

2. Supervision and direction of the expenditure of any other funds, from whatever source derived, for the 
maintenance, repair and construction of roads within the parish, subject to the provisions of this 
Charter, and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or 
regulations.  

G. Drainage:  

1. Supervision and direction of the expenditure of funds for the maintenance, repair and construction of 
the parish drainage system, subject to the provisions of this Charter, and in accordance with all 
applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations;  

2. Designation of the director, or some other person, to administer this function.  

H. Buildings and grounds maintenance:  

1. Supervision and direction of the operations of the maintenance, repair, and construction of the 
buildings, structures and property owned or operated by the parish government, subject to the 
provisions of this Charter, and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, 
rules or regulations;  

2. Designation of the director, or some other person, to administer this function.  

I. Mosquito abatement:  

1. Supervision and direction of the operations related to mosquito abatement, subject to the provisions 
of this Charter, and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or 
regulations;  

2. Designation of the director, or some other person, to administer this function.  

J. Animal control:  



 
 

 
    Created: 2021-08-26 06:05:44 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 1) 

 
Page 15 of 26 

1. Supervision and direction of operations related to animal control, subject to the provisions of this 
Charter, and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or 
regulations;  

2. Designation of the director, or some other person, to administer this function.  

K. Designation of the director, or some other person, to administer this function. Supervision and direction of 
any parish government employees designated to the department of public works, subject to the provisions of 
this Charter and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  

L. The department of public works shall have any other responsibilities as provided by ordinance or as directed 
by the president, not otherwise in conflict with the provisions of this Charter.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 4.04. Department of parks and recreation. 

A. The Department of Parks and Recreation is hereby created.  

B. There shall be appointed a director of parks and recreation, who shall be subject to the direct supervision 
and direction of the president.  

C. The director of the department of parks and recreation shall be appointed in the manner set forth in the 
Charter for the appointment of directors.  

D. The director of parks and recreation shall possess the following minimum qualifications upon appointment:  

1. A bachelor's degree in physical education, kinesiology, parks management or a related field; and at 
least three (3) years of experience in physical education or parks or recreation program management; 
or, alternatively  

2. At least five (5) years of experience in physical education or parks or recreation program management.  

E. The department of parks and recreation shall have the responsibilities as set forth herein.  

F. Supervision and direction of any and all designated parish parks or park facilities, subject to the provisions of 
this Charter and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  

G. Supervision and direction of the parish multi use facility, subject to the provisions of this Charter and in 
accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  

H. Supervision and direction of any parish government employees designated to the department of parks and 
recreation, subject to the provisions of this Charter and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and 
state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  

I. Development, supervision and direction of parish recreational programs, subject to the provisions of this 
Charter and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  

J. The department of parks and recreation shall have any other responsibilities as provided by ordinance or as 
directed by the president, not otherwise in conflict with the provisions of this Charter.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 4.05. Department of finance. 

A. The department of finance is hereby created.  
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B. There shall be appointed a director of finance, who shall also serve in the capacity of the parish treasurer, 
and shall be subject to the direct supervision and direction of the president.  

C. The director of finance shall be appointed in the manner set forth in the Charter for the appointment of 
directors.  

D. The director of finance shall possess the following minimum qualifications upon appointment:  

1. A bachelor's degree in business administration, finance, accounting or a related field; and  

2. At least five (5) years of experience in business administration, finance or accounting.  

E. The department of finance shall have the responsibilities as set forth herein.  

F. Supervision and administration of functions related to the collection of sales and use taxes in the role as the 
collector of sales and use tax for Pointe Coupee Parish, including the appointment of a sales and use tax 
collector.  

G. Supervision and administration of the billing and collection of any and all charges, fees, fines, charges by or 
due to the parish government, directly as in the circumstance of the parish government serving the billing or 
collection function for any other entity.  

H. Maintain the custody or all monies of the parish government, or other funds held by the parish government 
in fiduciary capacity for any person or entity.  

I. Assist the president in the preparation of the annual operating and capital improvement budgets of the 
parish government.  

J. Maintain all records of indebtedness, including the payment of principal and interest thereon.  

K. Ascertain and declare the availability or not of funds for the payment of invoices, charges, contracts, 
purchase orders or any other call for payment of monies by the parish government, including determination 
of the sufficiency of the documentation establishing valid justification for such payment.  

L. Disbursement of funds of the parish government.  

M. Disbursement of funds held by the parish government in a fiduciary capacity for another person or entity.  

N. Administration of a uniform accounting system for all departments, offices or agencies of the parish 
government, in accordance with the requirements of the governmental accounting standards board rules, 
and any applicable state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  

O. Investment of idle funds of the parish government, in accordance with all applicable ordinances and state 
and federal laws, rules and regulations.  

P. Preparation and maintenance of a monthly statement of revenues, expenses and accounts, to be completed 
within thirty (30) days of the end of each calendar month.  

Q. Assistance in the preparation of any state, federal or private sector grant applications and maintain the 
records of such grants from application to completion.  

R. Make recommendations for the selection of an auditor to conduct any audits mandated by state or federal 
law, rule or regulation.  

S. Provide cooperation and assistance to the auditor with any and all annual or periodic audits.  

T. Maintenance of an inventory of all parish government moveable and immovable property.  

U. Supervision and direction of any parish government employees designated to the department of finance, 
which may include an assistant treasurer, subject to the provisions of this Charter and in accordance with all 
applicable ordinances and state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  
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V. The department of finance shall have any other responsibilities as provided by ordinance or as directed by 
the president, not otherwise in conflict with the provisions of this Charter.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 4.06. Department of utilities. 

A. The department of utilities is hereby created.  

B. There shall be appointed a director of utilities, who shall be subject to the direct supervision and direction of 
the president.  

C. The director of utilities shall be appointed in the manner set forth in the Charter for the appointment of 
directors.  

D. The director of utilities shall possess the following minimum qualifications upon appointment:  

1. A bachelor's degree in industrial engineering or a related field;  

2. At least three (3) years of experience in operations or management of a utility facility, office or 
department, inclusive or either gas or water; or, alternatively; and  

3. At least ten (10) years of experience in operations or management of a utility facility, office or 
department, inclusive or either gas or water; and hold a valid certification for the operation of either or 
both a gas or water utility facility.  

E. The department of utilities shall have the responsibilities as set forth herein.  

F. Supervision and direction of the administration and operations of the parish utilities system, including any 
and all gas, or other utilities, systems or districts under the supervision or administration of the parish 
government, subject to the provisions of this Charter, and in accordance with all applicable ordinances and 
state or federal laws, rules or regulations:  

1. Ensuring that there are personnel either employed or contracted that hold the licenses or certifications 
required by state or federal law, rule or regulation for the administration or operation of any utility 
system within the authority of the parish government;  

2. Designation of the director, or some other person, to administer this function.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 4.07. Legal counsel. 

A. The Pointe Coupee Parish Government opts to continue to utilize the district attorney for the 18th Judicial 
District, or his designee, as its statutory legal advisor for the parish government as provided by Louisiana law, 
subject to the provisions of this Charter.  

B. Special legal counsel may be retained by the parish government pursuant to a written contract with an 
individual attorney or a law firm, which contract outlines the nature of the legal representation and the 
compensation to be provided to such counsel:  

1. Such written contract must be approved by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the 
council present and voting thereon, in a regular or special meeting of the council.  

2. Any such compensation expressed as an hourly rate shall not exceed the most recently promulgated 
fee schedule by the Louisiana Attorney General, unless and except the hourly rate is approved by the 
affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds (⅔) of the total membership of the council.  
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3. Upon approval of the contract provided for in this section, no other review or approval shall be 
required, and the contract shall be executed by the president, upon presentation.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

ARTICLE V. FINANCE 

Sec. 5.01. Fiscal year. 

The Parish of Pointe Coupee shall continue to utilize a standard calendar year of January 1 through 
December 31 as its fiscal year.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.02. Submission of operating budget. 

A. The president shall submit a proposed operating budget to the council at least ninety (90) days before the 
beginning of the fiscal year.  

B. The proposed operating budget shall consist of three parts:  

1. Presidential message, which shall be a brief summary of the proposed budget with commentary as a 
comparison to the current year operating budget and notation of significant changes from the prior 
year operating budget.  

2. A detailed list of proposed expenditures, with comparisons to the current year operating budget in 
such a format as changes to expenditures are readily ascertainable; a detailed list of anticipated 
revenues; detailed information as to any delinquent taxes or fees for the current year or prior years; 
any other information that the council may request in regard to the operating budget.  

3. A draft operating budget ordinance with appropriations set out by department or program or 
expenditure type.  

C. The proposed operating budget shall be balanced, in that it shall not propose aggregate expenditures in a 
higher dollar amount than anticipated aggregate revenues for the fiscal year.  

D. The proposed operating budget shall, at a minimum, contain the following:  

1. An appropriation for salaries for all parish officials whose compensation is protected by the Louisiana 
Constitution;  

2. Funds appropriate to meet any and all existing debt service requirements;  

3. Funds appropriate to meet all mandated expenditures set forth in Louisiana state law or the Louisiana 
Constitution;  

4. Funds appropriate to fund the compensation established by the council for council employees;  

5. An appropriation to a reserve fund, in an amount equal to 0.5 percent of all anticipated annual 
revenues recognized in the proposed operating budget, exclusive of revenues that are dedicated in 
accordance with a bond or other form of formal debt instrument, except as otherwise provided;  

6. A rainy day fund, as provided for herein.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 
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Sec. 5.03. Adoption of operating budget. 

A. Upon submission to the council of the operating budget, the council shall order at least one public hearing 
prior to consideration of adoption of the operating budget.  

B. Notice of the first public hearing on the operating budget shall be published in the official journal at least ten 
(10) days prior to the hearing.  

C. Subsequent public hearings on the operating budget, if called by the council, shall be noticed in the same 
manner as a special meeting of the council.  

D. The council, following any public hearing on the operating budget, or at any meeting called for consideration 
of the operating budget following the first public hearing and prior to adoption thereof, may make changes 
to the proposed operating budget.  

E. Changes to the proposed operating budget shall conform to the following requirements:  

1. The change shall require a motion and a majority vote in favor thereof of a majority of the council 
membership;  

2. The changes adopted by the council may not result in the budget failing to meet the requirements of 
section 5.02(C) or (D).  

F. The operating budget ordinance shall be adopted by the affirmative of vote of not less than a majority of the 
membership of the council.  

G. The operating budget ordinance shall be signed by the council clerk, attesting to its adoption.  

H. The operating budget ordinance shall be delivered to the office of the parish president, within ten (10) days, 
and the time and date of delivery shall be recorded by the council clerk.  

I. The parish president shall have ten (10) days to sign or veto the ordinance, which includes veto in whole or 
by line item appropriation.  

J. Upon signature by the president or upon the passage of the tenth day following receipt, in the event that the 
parish president has neither signed nor vetoed the ordinance, the operating budget ordinance shall be 
deemed finally adopted, and shall be returned to the council clerk to be maintained in the records of the 
council.  

K. If the president vetoes the operating budget ordinance, in its entirety or as to any line item appropriation, 
the president shall return the ordinance to the council clerk, within three (3) days of the veto, with the 
ordinance marked prominently veto; or in the event of a line item veto, marking the particular line item as 
veto.  

L. The president shall at the time the ordinance is returned to the council clerk, include a statement as to the 
basis for the veto or line item vetoes.  

M. The council shall, at its next regular meeting or a special meeting called, consider the override of the veto.  

N. The council may, upon two-thirds (⅔) vote of its entire membership, override the veto in its entirety or any 
one or more of the line item vetoes.  

O. If the veto in the entirety is overridden the operating budget ordinance shall be deemed finally adopted and 
effective upon the first day of the fiscal year.  

P. In the event of line item appropriation vetoes, the ordinance will be deemed finally adopted, inclusive of any 
line item appropriation the veto of which had been overridden by the council, after said meeting.  
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Q. If the council fails to override a line item appropriation veto before the first day of the fiscal year, the 
operating budget subject to such line item appropriations is deemed finally adopted.  

R. The proposed operating budget of the parish president becomes the finally adopted operating budget if any 
of the following occur:  

1. The council fails to adopt an operating budget ordinance prior to the first day of the fiscal year;  

2. The first day of the fiscal year occurs prior to signature of the operating budget ordinance by the parish 
president and during the ten (10) days following receipt of the ordinance by the parish president;  

3. The council fails to override a veto in the entirety of the operating budget ordinance.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.04. Submission of capital budget. 

A. The president shall submit a proposed capital budget to the council at least ninety (90) days before the 
beginning of the fiscal year.  

B. The proposed capital budget shall propose capital expenditures for the subsequent five (5) fiscal years, to 
include new or expanded facilities, buildings, or other erections; major road or street construction or 
rehabilitation; new major drainage, recreation or public buildings projects; all other major construction 
projects.  

C. The proposed capital budget shall consist of the following parts:  

1. Presidential message, which shall be a brief summary of the proposed budget with commentary as the 
major projects proposed and the funding toward such projects in each of the five (5) fiscal years;  

2. A detailed list of proposed projects;  

3. Cost estimates to construct, operate and maintain, the anticipated means of financing, and the time 
schedule for completion of each project proposed;  

4. An update of the status of any ongoing projects.  

E. The proposed capital budget shall not propose expenditures in the next fiscal year without the means of 
financing being provided therein, but may propose projects for which the means of financing derives from 
taxes to be proposed or bonds or other debt instruments proposed to be entered into, or access to other 
funds, inclusive of grants, rainy day funds and reserve funds, contingent upon the approvals necessary for 
access to such means of financing.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.05. Adoption of capital budget. 

A. Upon submission to the council of the capital budget, the council shall order at least one public hearing prior 
to consideration of adoption of the capital budget.  

B. Notice of the first public hearing on the capital budget shall be published in the official journal at least ten 
(10) days prior to the hearing.  

C. Subsequent public hearings on the capital budget, if called by the council, shall be noticed in the same 
manner as a special meeting of the council.  
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D. The council, following any public hearing on the capital budget, or at any meeting called for consideration of 
the capital budget following the first public hearing and prior to adoption thereof, may make changes to the 
proposed capital budget.  

E. Changes to the proposed capital budget shall require a motion and a majority vote in favor thereof of a 
majority of the council membership.  

F. The capital budget ordinance shall be adopted by the affirmative of vote of not less than a majority of the 
membership of the council.  

G. The capital budget ordinance shall be signed by the council clerk, attesting to its adoption.  

H. The capital budget ordinance shall be delivered to the office of the parish president, within ten (10) days, and 
the time and date of delivery shall be recorded by the council clerk.  

I. The parish president shall have ten (10) days to sign or veto the ordinance, which includes veto in whole or 
by line item.  

J. Upon signature by the president or upon the passage of the tenth day following receipt, in the event that the 
parish president has neither signed nor vetoed the ordinance, the capital budget ordinance shall be deemed 
finally adopted, and shall be returned to the council clerk to be maintained in the records of the council.  

K. If the president vetoes the capital budget ordinance, in its entirety or as to any line item appropriation, the 
president shall return the ordinance to the council clerk, within three (3) days of the veto, with the ordinance 
marked prominently veto; or in the event of a line item veto, marking the particular line item as veto.  

L. The president shall at the time the ordinance is returned to the council clerk, include a statement as to the 
basis for the veto or line item vetoes.  

M. The council shall, at its next regular meeting or a special meeting called, consider the override of the veto.  

N. The council may, upon two-thirds (⅔) vote of its entire membership, override the veto in its entirety or any 
one or more of the line item vetoes.  

O. If the veto in the entirety is overridden the capital budget ordinance shall be deemed finally adopted and 
effective upon the first day of the fiscal year.  

P. In the event of line item appropriation vetoes, the ordinance will be deemed finally adopted, inclusive of any 
line item appropriation the veto of which had been overridden by the council, after said meeting.  

Q. If the council fails to override a line item appropriation veto before the first day of the fiscal year, the capital 
budget subject to such line item appropriations is deemed finally adopted.  

R. The proposed capital budget of the parish president becomes the finally adopted capital budget if any of the 
following occur:  

1. The council fails to adopt a capital budget ordinance prior to the first day of the fiscal year;  

2. The first day of the fiscal year occurs prior to signature of the capital budget ordinance by the parish 
president and during the ten (10) days following receipt of the ordinance by the parish president;  

3. The council fails to override a veto in the entirety of the capital budget ordinance.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.06. Administration of operating budget and capital budget. 

A. The parish president shall be responsible for the proper administration of the parish government in 
accordance with the finally adopted operating budget and capital budget.  
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B. No expenditures shall be authorized or made by the parish president or any employee of the parish unless 
such expenditure falls within a line item appropriation, except as otherwise provided for herein; the 
intentional violation of this provision shall be cause for malfeasance and individual authorizing such charge 
shall be personally liable to reimburse the parish.  

C. With regard to each expenditure, the president or his designee shall certify that there are funds available and 
that there is a valid appropriation for such expenditure.  

D. Any appropriation in the operating budget shall lapse at the end of the fiscal year if not expended or 
encumbered, unless otherwise provided in the capital budget as part of a multi-year capital project.  

E. Procurement of materials, equipment and supplies shall conform to applicable state bid laws, and applicable 
federal rules when the procurement is federally funded.  

F. Contracts for public works projects shall conform to applicable state bid laws, and applicable federal rules 
when the procurement is federally funded.  

G. Contracts for services that are not required to be subject to a public bid process mandated under state or 
federal law, rule or regulation shall be entered into under a procurement process established by ordinance, 
which process shall include the consideration of qualifications, price, and such other factors as may be 
included therein. Until such time as such an ordinance is finally adopted and becomes effective, the parish 
may utilize any process in place prior to the adoption of this Charter.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.07. Amendment to adopted budgets. 

A. Operating and capital budgets may be amended by ordinance adopted in the same manner as originally 
adopted, except as provided for herein.  

B. The amendment to the operating of capital budgets are limited to:  

1. The reduction of an appropriation; or  

2. The transfer of funds between line item appropriations, such that the aggregate total appropriations 
for the fiscal year do not exceed the aggregate total appropriations of the finally adopted budget for 
that fiscal year.  

C. Budget amendments should be recommended by the parish president at any time that it appears as though 
such is necessary, but may be adopted by the council without recommendation by the president.  

D. No budget amendment shall be adopted if it would result in the budget violating the provisions of section 
5.02(D) of this Charter.  

E. The parish president, without council approval, shall have the authority to transfer unencumbered funds 
from one-line item appropriation to another during the fiscal year; except that such authority shall not allow 
the transfer to or from any line item appropriation for salaries of parish employees or officials.  

F. Budget amendments may not be based upon an anticipated or realized increase in aggregate revenues above 
those recognized in the finally adopted budgets, except as provided for herein.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.08. Reserve fund and rainy day fund. 

A. There shall exist two (2) special funds in the parish: The reserve fund and the rainy day fund.  
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B. The reserve fund shall be funded with an appropriation in each annual operating budget as provided for in 
section 5.02(D), unless the balance in the reserve fund at the time of submission of the proposed operating 
budget exceeds three-twelfths ( 3/12ths ) of the aggregate non-capital and non-debt service expenditures 
proposed in the operating budget.  

C. Appropriations from the reserve fund that would cause the balance thereof to fall below three-twelfths ( 
3/12ths ) of the aggregate non-capital and non-debt service expenditures proposed in the operating budget 
shall only be made during a fiscal year upon recommendation of the president and adoption of a budget 
amendment approved by the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (⅔) of the entire membership of the 
parish council.  

D. Appropriations from the reserve fund that would not cause the balance thereof to fall below three-twelfths ( 
3/12ths ) of the aggregate non-capital and non-debt service expenditures proposed in the operating budget 
may be approved in the same manner as an ordinary budget amendment.  

E. A proposed appropriation from the reserve fund may be included in a proposed operating budget, as current 
year revenues to be expended, but such funds shall not impact the calculation of annual revenues with 
regard to the rainy day fund.  

F. In the event that aggregate total revenues at the end of a fiscal year, not otherwise dedicated to bonded 
indebtedness or dedicated to a specific and identifiable expenditure, exceed the aggregate total revenues 
recognized in the finally adopted budgets, those excess revenues shall be deposited in a special fund, to be 
known as the rainy day fund.  

G. Deposits in the rainy day fund shall aggregate, year to year, unless withdrawn as provided for herein.  

H. In order for funds within the rainy day fund to be appropriate for expenditure, there must be a request by 
the parish president and a budget amendment adopted by not less than two-thirds (⅔) of the membership of 
the parish council.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.09. Debt and borrowing. 

A. The parish may incur debt, including bonded indebtedness as permitted by Louisiana law.  

B. No election shall be held on the question of incurring bonded indebtedness for a capital project, until such 
time as preliminary engineering review and an economic feasibility report is made to the council and a 
summary of which is published in the official journal, which publication shall be at least forty-five (45) days 
prior to the election.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 5.10. Emergency expenditures and borrowing. 

A. Notwithstanding the contrary provisions of this Charter, the parish president may make expenditures outside 
of the adopted appropriations in case of a declared state of emergency.  

B. The parish council may, by means of an emergency ordinance, authorize appropriations and/or borrowing to 
meet an emergency need.  

C. Any emergency borrowing must be paid in full in the following fiscal year, unless properly adopted 
replacement borrowing is otherwise approved.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 
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Sec. 5.11. Access to budgets. 

A. Upon final adoption copies of the operating budget and the capital budget shall be provided by the council 
clerk to each member of the council.  

B. The council clerk and the parish president shall each maintain a copy of both the operating budget and the 
capital budget which shall be available for public inspection and copying during ordinary business hours.  

C. Within thirty (30) days of final adoption, the operating budget and the capital budget shall be posted on a 
website maintained by the parish.  

D. Within thirty (30) days of final adoption, an electronic copy of the operating budget and the capital budget 
shall be provided to the Pointe Coupe Parish Library Board, through its director, so that copies thereof may 
be maintained at the various public libraries in the parish.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

ARTICLE VI. TRANSITION 

Sec. 6.01. Continuation of actions. 

A. All writs, actions, suits, proceedings, civil or criminal liabilities, prosecutions, judgments, sentences, 
contracts, franchises, debt or other obligations due by Pointe Coupee Parish, rights or causes of action, 
claims, demands, titles and rights existing on the effective date of this Charter shall continue unaffected.  

B. All sentences for punishment for ordinance violations or for crime shall be executed according to their terms. 
All actions, ordinances, and administrative rules and regulations of Pointe Coupee Parish in force prior to the 
effective date of this Charter shall, insofar as they are not inconsistent with this Charter, remain in full force 
and effect until amended or repealed by the council or until they expire by their own limitation.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 6.02. Special districts. 

Any special district heretofore established and existing in Pointe Coupee Parish shall continue to exist to 
effectuate the purpose for which it was created, to complete any works begun or authorized therein, to pay the 
debts of the district and to levy taxes and other charges as may have been or may be legally authorized in the 
district.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 6.03. Fees, charges and tax levies. 

A. Constitutional limitations on the maximum property tax millages that can be levied without voter approval 
shall continue to be applicable to Pointe Coupee Parish.  

B. No special assessment for improvements shall be imposed on property owners until such proposal has been 
submitted to the electors of the area affected in an election called for that purpose. The results shall be 
determined by a majority vote of the electors voting on the proposal.  
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C. All fees, charges and taxes levied by Pointe Coupee Parish shall continue to be levied by the parish 
government until changed by the council by ordinance or by a vote of the people when a vote is required for 
tax purposes.  

D. Receipts from fees, charges, rentals and royalties, taxes, federal and state grants, and shared revenues and 
taxes applicable to special districts which are less than parishwide geographically shall be used only for 
services to be rendered in those geographic areas.  

E. The levy of property tax millages above the constitutional maximum previously approved by the voters of 
Pointe Coupee Parish or a special district shall continue to be levied by the parish government and used for 
the approved purposes. Such levies may be renewed upon the favorable vote of the electors within the 
geographical area involved.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 6.04. Severability. 

If any provision of this Charter is declared invalid for any reason, that provision shall not affect the validity of 
this Charter or any other provisions thereof.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 6.05. Schedule of transition. 

A. The provisions of this Charter pertaining to the election of parish government officials created hereunder 
shall become effective on the date this Charter is adopted by the voters of Pointe Coupee Parish; the 
remainder of the provisions of this Charter shall become effective on the date of taking office of the newly 
created officials provided for by the Charter.  

B. This Charter shall be submitted to the electors of Pointe Coupee Parish at the regular election set for 
November 8, 2016, or in the event there is a legal bar to such, at the next available election date thereafter.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 

Sec. 6.06. Election of officials. 

A. The first election for the elective offices created by this Charter, including parish president and parish 
council, shall be held at the dates of the regular primary and general elections scheduled for the Fall of 2018, 
in accordance with Louisiana law, November 6, 2018 and December 8, 2018, or such other dates on which 
those regular elections are otherwise set.  

B. The members of the parish council elected from each of the eight (8) single-member districts shall run from 
one of the districts provided for in this section which shall be the same geographic districts that were utilized 
for the eight (8) single-member districts of the Pointe Coupee Parish School Board in the regular election of 
2014.  

C. The parish president elected in accordance with this section shall take office at noon on January 14, 2019.  

D. The members of the parish council elected in accordance with this section shall take office at noon on 
January 14, 2019.  

E. The members of the Pointe Coupee Parish Government shall continue to serve until such time as the officials 
elected under this section take office; at which time the office of police juror shall cease to exist in Pointe 
Coupee Parish.  
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F. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, the parish president and members of the parish council 
elected in accordance with this section shall serve a term of five (5) years, or until their successors take 
office.  

G. The next election for parish president and the parish council shall be held at the regular Fall elections in 
2023, and every four (4) years thereafter, and the officials elected at such elections shall take office on the 
second Monday in January, following such election.  

(Ord. of 6-6-16, ref. 11-8-16) 
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